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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
January 17, 1979 Washington, D.C.
ANOTHB! CHALLE~GE TO AMERICA. As vice chairman of the House AgricUlture Co~ittee,
I am pleased that our committee's first business after Congress reconvenes at the
end of January will be a public oversight hearing to explore the impact of the
Administration's embargo on grain and soybean sales to the Soviet Union.
The situation in Afghanistan presents America with another challenge to
mobi lize our na tion s courage. I s tronglysupport the use ,of American economic
power and influence against the Soviet Union, but as Members of Congress it is
still our duty to review what this embargo will cost our farmers and the taxpayer.
We will call Administration officials to meet with us on January 29 for a,
detailed presentation on what' the Administration is prepared to do to offset this
potential devastating decline in farm income, and what the Congress can~o to,
help ease the burden and lessen the inflationary pressure of ,this loss i,n export
sales which is being subsidized by tax dollars.
* * *
CONGaESSIONAL WRAP-UP... As promised in the January 3 newsletter, here is an
update on the status of several other 1egi~lative initiatives, important to
the 15th District and the nation, that I sponsored cnd strongly supported during
the first session of the 96th Congress:
CARRYOVER PROVISION Final action is expected early in 1980
on a proposal, pending in a HOl;se-Senate Conference report, that
I sponsored ','hich would repeal a carryover tax b.asis provision
designed to raise taxes on property sold by heirs. The taxable
appreciation base is largely the result of inflation. A government
that causes inflation should not be allowed to profit from ,it,
Every American who inherits property will benefit 'by ,not being
forced into paying higher taxes due to inflation.
GREAT PLAINS CONSERVATION PROGRAM -- Pending before the Agriculture
Committee and due for early 1980 action is my bill to extend the
Great Plains Conservation Progr"m through September 30, 1987. ',This
legislation will continue to protect hundreds of 'designated counties
in the Plains States from returning to dust-bowl conditions and
may be expanded to areas like the 15th District with si~i1ar soil
and water conservation problems.
TAX ON MARRIAGE -- Efforts are being made to schedule House Ways
and Means Co~~ittee hearings early this spring on a proposal that
I sponsored and strongly support to eliminate a tax law which
penalizes married, couples. The bill will eliminate the ,extra tax
by allOWing, two-earner couples the option of fi ling as singles and
Will, hopefully, encourage marriage and families _:.. not continue
to penalize them with an unjust' ~ax.
TAX INCENTIVE FOR SMALL SAVERS -- To restore the proper climate for
future economic growth, I have sponsored legislation that would
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benefit the small saver by excluding the first $1,000 in interest
income from federal taxes. Beginning on January 29, the House
Ways and Means Committee will begin hearings on the general
subject of tax incentives for savings.
GUN CONTROL -- -As a strong advocate of the rights of citizens to
own and use firearms, I have sponsored a bill to eliminate
restrictive provisions of the 1968 Gun Control Act which will
curtail bureaucratic abuses, unnecessary paperwork and other
unfair enforcement practices aimed at law abiding citizens. The
right to bear arms is a civil right and Congress should protect
it for the American people. The bill is pending in the House
Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime.
AQUACULTURE -- To improve our efforts to farm the oceans and
provide a bountiful supply of protein-rich food, I have sponsored
and strongly supported a bill to promote increased commercial
aquaculture that will provide a tremendous boost to the American
economy. Hearings have been held before two House committees and
differences have to be resolved, but floor action is expected early
in 1980.
SUNSET LEGISLATION -- To help in the fight for fiscal responsi-
bility, I introduced a bill early last year which will require
authorizations of new budget authority for all federal regulations,
programs and agencies every five years. Hearings on this sunset
legislation were held in December before the Rules Committee and
more are planned early in the second session.
PLANT VARIETY ACT -- Early in the first session, I introduced
ame~dne~tG to the 1970 Plant Variety Protection Act to extend
coverage to six additional vegetables. Hearings were held by
my subcommittee in July. Some concerns were raised that deserve
further investigation. As chairman of the Agriculture Sub-
committee on Department Investigations, Oversight and Research
and sponsor of the bill, I am determined to do a complete
review of the controversial issues before final action is taken
to insure the bill will lead to improved yields for farmers
and a continuous supply of nourishing foods for consumers.
PLANT QUARANTINE ACT -- Pending before my subcommittee is a bill
I introduced to amend the Plant Quarantine Act of 1912. This
legislation will eliminate unnecessary regulatory requirements
which characterize the federal bureaucracy. This is the kind
of close scrutiny Congress should give to all federal regulations
and programs.
With inflation, taxo'tion and energy casts all rising-,'along.with growing
concerh' over excessive spending and government regulations, I feel my legislative
proposals seriously address these complex problems. I will continue to lead
the fight for them in the second session of the 96th Congress.
* *
AMONG VISITORS FROM HOME this week was Brinkley Oxford of McAllen.
* * *
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